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Session 3 Identifying False Assumptions about the Millennial Kingdom 

I. foundational message of Scripture: the Kingdom of God on earth
19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations… (Mt. 28:19)
A. The essential message of Jesus and the apostles was concerning the Kingdom of God. The foundational message of the Kingdom is that Jesus is King of kings and will rule every sphere of society worldwide. The NT makes it clear that the kingdom is “already here” (in a limited expression) but is “not yet” fully here until Jesus returns. Jesus commanded the Church to disciple the nations, knowing that the Church could not complete the task without His full manifest presence being with us (Second Coming). 
1. In other words, the premise is that the labor of the apostles and the Church through history in discipling the nations will not be disregarded when the King finally returns to release the greatest expression of discipling the nations (His Kingdom) during His 1,000-year reign (Millennial Kingdom, Messianic Kingdom or the Kingdom Age). 
2. God’s Kingdom exists in any sphere of life where God’s rule (order, ways) triumphs over Satan’s (man’s) order.  The Kingdom is anywhere obedience to God’s reign or government (lordship of Jesus) is manifested in people’s lives (political, economic, spiritual, music, technology, educational, military, agricultural, family, media, athletics, atmosphere, social institutions, etc). The Kingdom of God is both present today (in a limited way) on earth and will come in a much greater way (in fullness) after the Second Coming of Jesus. 

B. The Millennial reign of Jesus will be the first time in history in which all Israel will be saved and brought to fullness (maturity; Rom. 11:12), resulting in life from the dead (Rom. 11:15) for the whole world. All Israel being saved means that literally 100% of the Jewish people who survive the Great Tribulation will be born-again believers in Jesus. The Millennium is also the first time that all the kings of the earth will be saved and worship Jesus (Ps. 72:11; 102:15; 138:4; 148:11; Isa. 62:2; Rev. 21:24) and base their national governments on His Word (Scripture). Only when all Israel and all the kings of the earth are saved will Jesus will receive His full earthly inheritance (Ps. 2:8-9). As Israel and the kings of the earth are saved and brought to maturity in the Spirit, God will use them (and others) to fill the earth with the knowledge and glory of God (Hab. 2:14).

II. identifying common false assumptions about the Millennial Kingdom 
A. It is important to identity the false assumptions that we have about the Millennium and then replace them with true principles that help us clearly understanding many related Scriptures. 

B. False assumption #1: The second coming is the same event as the rapture. 
True principle: The second coming and the rapture happen at the same time.  
1. The second coming describes what Jesus does when He “comes” to earth and the rapture describes what the saints do at the second coming. Jesus is coming back (Mt. 10:23; 16:27; 23:39; 24:27; 25:31; Lk. 9:26; 13:35; 18:8; Jn. 14:1-3; Acts 1:6-13; 1 Cor. 4:5; 1 Thes. 5:2; 2 Thes. 1:10; 2:3; Heb. 10:37; Jude 14). In what sense is He coming? Is He merely appearing for a moment in the sky or is He literally coming to stay for a prolonged time as He did at His first coming (i.e., 33 years, not just a momentary appearing). The essence of the His coming is not that He makes a momentary appearance in the sky, but by definition of a “coming,” He actually comes to earth to establish His Kingdom. 
2. The biblical truth of the rapture describes what happens to the saints at the time of the second coming. The saints are caught up (raptured) to meet Jesus in the air (1 Thes. 4:14-17).
3.  It is a common mistake to combine these two truths to conclude that Jesus is only “appearing” in the sky to catch up the saints without actually “coming to earth” to accomplish a long-term mission. In other words, many only think of the second coming as “coming” to the sky rather than seeing its essential factor of “coming” to earth for a long period. 
4. False assumption: Jesus will just appear in the sky to rapture the saints without actually coming to earth to set up an earthly government. 
5. A primary premise: God will use the same principles in His leadership of life on planet earth at the Second Coming of Christ that He used at His first coming. The burden of proof is on those who propose that that God will order life in an essentially different way at the His Second Coming than He did during His first coming.  
C. False assumption #2: The natural processes of life will be suspended by Jesus’ supernatural actively.
True principle: The natural processes of life will continue in many ways especially in establishing the necessary infrastructure for every sphere of life (political, economic, spiritual, educational, law enforcement, agricultural, family, media, social institutions) in every city and village throughout the entire earth. Jesus is coming to earth with hands-on governmental leadership. Jesus will definitely use supernatural dimensions in His government and ministry, but this will not negate all natural processes.  False assumption: Jesus will wave His hand over the nations to establish the necessary infrastructures to support life and government in a practical way. This infrastructure must include: replacing the people in the Antichrist’s worldwide government with new people in His new government (at every level of public life in every city of the earth), life support systems (food, water, electricity), rebuilding projects (buildings, highways, bridges, etc.), economic systems (currencies, banking, investments, etc.), spiritual life (worship centers, Bible schools, etc.), educational (elementary to university levels, etc.), law enforcement;  agricultural (equipment, distribution, etc.), media and arts, technology, environment, social institutions, etc. 
1. A process will be involved in war tribunals (court of justice to judge crimes) to judge the kings of the earth and then execute many of them (as in the Nuremburg trials in 1945-46). 

31“When the Son of Man comes in His glory…then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them…      (Mt. 25:31-32) 

21In that day that the Lord will punish on high the host of exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth. 22They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison; after many days they will be punished.  (Isa. 24:21-22) 

4He shall JUDGE between the nations, and REBUKE many people… (Isa. 2:4) 

6He shall JUDGE among the nations. He shall fill the places with dead bodies. He shall EXECUTE the heads of many countries. (Ps. 110:6) 

2. Notice the growth of the kingdom of Isa. 9:7 

But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 3 You shall trample the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day that I do this," Says the Lord of hosts. (Mal. 4:2-3) 

3. Jesus will set up training institutions to teach all nations His ways (political, economic, spiritual, educational, agricultural, family, media, arts, technology, social institutions, etc.). 

3Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. (Isa. 2:3) 

4. Jesus will set new people (those on earth in natural bodies as well as saints with resurrected bodies) into every level of government in the social infrastructure. The saints from throughout history will sit on thrones (positions of authority; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6; 22:5; Mt. 19:28; 20:21-23; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; 1 Cor. 6:2; 2 Tim. 2:12; Dan. 7:22, 25-27).
D. False assumption #3: What exists on earth “in the time period before the Second Coming” is automatically irrelevant and disregarded. There no continuity between now and the Millennium. 
True principle: A dynamic continuity exists between our life now and what happens in Millennium. 
26He…promised…, “Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven.” 27Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably… (Heb. 12:26-28). 

1. We must understand the dynamic continuity of our present works (ministry, societal justice) and character development (personal rewards) with our prophetic destiny in the age to come. We need understanding of the relevance and destiny of each person’s life who bears fruit that remains (Jn. 15:16). There is continuity from this age to the next wherever the Kingdom of God truly exists. We are positioning infrastructure now for the Millennium. 

2. All that is unrighteous will need to be dismantled, torn down and removed, and then re-established in righteousness. Where righteousness currently exists on earth, it will remain, not needing to be replaced. Works or accomplishments in society that built on justice and righteousness will last beyond the fires of the great tribulation judgments and the judgment seat of Christ. Continuity of our labors are especially seen in social impact (righteousness established is society) and our receiving personal rewards (prophetic destiny) of our heart righteousness and servanthood. An expression of continuity will be seen in the fact that evil leaders will be rebuked and judged after the second coming related to their behavior in government. 

E. Three spheres of continuity; social (legislation, science, etc.), physical, spiritual (character) 
1. Social impact in establishing righteousness in establishing righteousness and justice in society (governmental, legislation, social institutions, scientific, technology, media, etc.). Jesus commanded us to work now to disciple nations (Mt. 28:19-20). Jesus knew this would not be fulfilled completely until after His second coming. However, our efforts now contribute to its ultimate fulfillment or Jesus would not have given this mandate to His people in this present age. In other words, the premise is that the labor of the apostles and the Church through history in discipling the nations will not be disregarded when the King finally returns to complete the mandate of discipling the nations. Some breakthrough in a geographic region will not need to be replaced or rebuilt in the Kingdom Age. Some of what is accomplished in the great end time revival will stand through the purifying fires of the Great Tribulation. Therefore, we cannot interpret the full significance of our labors by only interpreting them in this age… False assumption: all that we accomplish in society now will be irrelevant when Jesus returns 
2. Physical: geographic realities and man-made infrastructure (buildings, roadways, etc.)

3. Spiritual: We will be rewarded in eternity for our character development now. This is another example of the continuity of this life with the next. There is an actual continuity of our natural body with our resurrected body (1 Cor. 15:35-46). (This is one premise for understanding the New Earth as renovated and not annihilated). Each person will possess a varying capacity in the resurrection to experience and express (communicate) God’s glory (1 Cor. 15:41-42). This capacity will be related to the way we lived on earth. There is a dynamic continuity between what we do in this life and the glory we possess in the next life. 
Personal rewards (prophetic destiny) – positions of authority (governmental roles) in the Millennial Kingdom are determined by how the saints live now. Jesus gave “personal prophecies” to the apostles related to their governmental roles in the Millennium to motivate them to walk worthy during their earthly life. Some personal prophecies have their greatest fulfillment in Millennium (Mt. 19:27-29; Lk. 22:29-30). Scripture has more prophecies about Jesus’ role in the Millennium than His first coming! This is true of others in Scripture. False assumption: that our most significant work is done in this age.
41There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory. 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. (1 Cor. 15:41-42) 

a. King David had personal prophecies in Scripture about his role in the millennial kingdom in Jerusalem which far surpasses his forty-year reign in Jerusalem during his life (Ezek. 34:23-24, 37:24-25, 45:22; cp. Isa. 55:3-4; Amos 9:11-12). Zerubbabel (Hag. 2:20-23); the apostles (Matt. 19:26, Lk. 22:29-30; Rev. 2:26-27; 21:14); Abraham: his greatest earthly prophecies will be fulfilled in the Millennium (Gen. 12-17); Daniel (Dan. 12:13); Elijah (Mal. 4:5-6; Mt. 17:10-11); Nation of Israel (most prophecies in the Millennium).

b. Jesus spoke to the apostles of sitting on thrones (Millennial positions of authority) related to their earthly obedience, sacrifice, and servanthood (Mt. 19:27-29; 25:14-46; Lk. 22:24-30; 19:11-27). The continuity between their earthly life and their Millennial position was clearly taught by Jesus. 
4. The continuity of David, Ezekiel, and priests of Zadok in Millennial Temple services are dynamic statement of continuity. The penalty on the Levites for past disobedience is present as well (Ezek. 40-48)

5. The reality of losing or retaining our rewards points to the continuity of our deeds.

16I chose you…that you should…bear fruit and that your fruit should remain…       (Jn. 15:16)

8Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. (2 Jn. 8, NIV)
8you might not lose what we have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward. (2 Jn. 8, NAS) 

8that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. (2 Jn. 8, NKJ) 

11I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.  (Rev. 3:11) 

27I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest…I… become disqualified.             (1 Cor. 9:27) 

33Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it…whoever loses his life will preserve it.    (Lk. 17:33) 

12Each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.             (1 Cor. 3:13-15)
6. God maintains the earthly cause/purpose of the saints with some expression in the Millennium. 

35Then hear from heaven their prayer…and maintain their cause. 39…then hear from heaven Your dwelling place their prayer…and maintain their cause…                          (2 Chron. 6:35-39) 

O Lord, You are the portion of my inheritance…You maintain my lot. (Ps. 16:5) 

The Lord will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and justice for the poor. (Ps. 140:12) 

7. Mary of Bethany’s devotional life remained with impact beyond her earthly life.
41Martha...you are worried and troubled about many things. 42But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.            (Lk. 10:41-42) 

8. Some works will survive the fires of God’s judgment and remain with impact in the next age.
6If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit….16I appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain. (Jn. 15:6-8, 16) 
9For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:9-10) 
9. The OT saints’ contribution is made complete (not disregarded) by the work of the NT saints. 
40God…provided…better…that they should not be made perfect apart from us.      (Heb. 11:40) 

10In the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth-in Him. (Eph. 1:10) 

10. The Church is a building that grows as God honors what was built on apostolic foundations that will last through His judgments.
19You are…of the household of God, 20having been built on the foundation of the apostles and (Old Testament/New Testament) prophets…21in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22in whom you…are being built together for a dwelling place of God. (Eph. 2:19-22) 
6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase…8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward…10…I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it… 12If anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones…14If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. (1 Cor. 3:6-14) 

36He who reaps…gathers fruit for eternal life…both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.  38I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors. (Jn. 4:36-38) 

F. False assumption #4: Resurrected saints will fully co-mingle with those in natural bodies.
True principle: Inhabitants on the Millennial earth (with non-resurrected bodies) will work closely with saints with resurrected bodies. The resurrected saints will occupy the highest position of government in the Spirit in the Millennial earth. The resurrected saints will live (and office) in the New Jerusalem and not in a “glorified mansion” on the Millennial earth. Saints rule over angels, who will have a support role (1 Cor. 6:2; Heb. 1:14). Marriage will continue among those in non-resurrected bodies. Those with resurrected bodies who live in the New Jerusalem will not be given to marriage. 
G. False assumption #5: Social improvements (healing nations) will be instantaneous at Jesus’ coming.
True principle: There will be a progressive improvement in all areas of life. George Otis, Jr.’s, transformation videos document the progress of how life is transformed when prayer, unity, and a revival of righteousness are established in the midst of God’s people. Learning and applying what is learned is a key emphasis in Millennial passages. As wisdom is gained and then applied, many areas of life improve progressively (vegetation, economy, longevity of life, relationship with animals). It may take decades for all healing of the land and the governments of the earth. There is a dynamic relationship to the environment of a geographic area and the righteousness of those who live in that region. Righteousness is learned through God’s judgments (Isa. 26:9). False assumption: that all areas of life and all people will be instantly healed and perfected at Jesus’ coming. The progressive healing of Millennial nations 

2Tree of life…bore twelve fruits…the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. (Rev. 22:2) 
2But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; And you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. (Mal. 4:2) 

1. The process of healing will be related to the river from the Millennial Temple in Jerusalem.

There was water, flowing from under the…temple…5…it was a river that I could not cross; for the water was too deep…8Then he said to me: “This water flows toward the eastern region…and enters the sea. When it reaches the sea, its waters are healed. 9And it shall be that every living thing that moves, wherever the rivers go, will live. There will be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters go there; for they will be healed, and everything will live wherever the river goes. 10…fishermen will stand by it…spreading their nets. Their fish will be of the same kinds as the fish of the Great Sea, exceedingly many. 11But its swamps and marshes will not be healed; they will be given over to salt. 12Along the bank of the river, on this side and that, will grow all kinds of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. They will bear fruit every month, because their water flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine.”  (Ezek. 47:2-12) 

2. The process of healing people physically will be accelerated in the Millennium.

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6Then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing. (Isa. 35:5-6) 

3. Jesus’ government will progressively spread to all nations. (Isa. 16:5; Jer. 23:5)
7Of the increase of His government…there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice. from that time forward, even forever… (Isa. 9:7)
H. False assumption #6: All will automatically obey God and all nations will automatically be discipled.
True principle: People living on the Millennial earth will voluntarily chose to accept Jesus.  
1The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 2The Lord shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies! 3Your people shall be volunteers in the day of Your power. (Ps. 110:1-3)

1. False prophets will continue for a season after the Millennium starts (Zech. 13:2-4).
2“It shall be in that day,” says the Lord of hosts, “that I will cut off the names of the idols from the land…I will also cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to depart from the land. 3It shall come to pass that if anyone still prophesies, then his father and mother who begot him will say to him, ‘You shall not live, because you have spoken lies in the name of the Lord.’ And his father and mother who begot him shall thrust him through when he prophesies.”  (Zech. 13:2-4) 

2. Three types of people on earth at the Second Coming.  False assumption: that only the righteous will live on the Millennial earth without any unbelievers to convert and disciple. 

a. The redeemed will be raptured (1 Thes. 4:14-17) at the time of the second coming. This is called the first resurrection (Rev. 20:5-6) and includes all the redeemed including all OT saints. 

b. The reprobate who took the mark of the Beast will be killed. Some will be killed during the Armageddon campaign (at the climatic battle of Jerusalem; Rev. 19:17-18, 21; 14:18-20) and others will be executed after they are found guilty in Jesus’ legal courts. (Isa. 2:4; Ps. 110:6; Mt. 24:31-32). 

c. Those who resisted the Antichrist without salvation. For example, during World War II, the French resistance movement consisted of some people who hated Hitler without any regard to loving God. They loved France and wanted liberty from Hitler’s tyranny; therefore, they resisted him even at the risk of death. The same type of resistance movement will exist during the Antichrist’s reign of terror. However, there will be relatively few who survive (compared to the possibly of 8-10 billion people on the earth at the beginning of the Great Tribulation). Few live through the Great Tribulation, thus there will be more saints in resurrected bodies in the New Jerusalem than people on the Millennial earth (at the beginning). 

11I will punish the world…12I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold…      (Isa. 13:11-12). 

6The inhabitants of the earth are burned and few men are left. (Isa. 24:6) 

3. There will be those who are left (survive) the Tribulation without being saved (thus raptured). 

14It shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts    (Zech. 14:16) 
2In that day…those of Israel who have escaped. 3…it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem…everyone…recorded among the living…     (Isa. 4:2-3) 

I. False assumption #7: that all get converted instantly and automatically 
True principle: It takes time to convert people individually, then disciple the nations. The great commission will continue and salvation of Israel in larger numbers after second coming. 

J. False assumption #8: God will release His authority without night and day prayer. 
True principle: Our prayers have a continuation of impact into the Millennial reign. The primary government of the universe will continue to be in the prayer room. The long-lasting accumulative power of the prayer movement is a dynamic reality. The highest impact and authority of prayer will be seen in the Millennium. The prayer movement will reach its highest place of power involving resurrected saints and non-resurrected saints. Elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. The prayers of all saints work together through history (Rev. 5:8; 8:3). This will continue. 

K. False assumption #9: At Jesus’ return, He will appear everywhere across the earth simultaneously. 
True principle: Jesus’ will return will in context to a global procession that will take time.  

7Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. (Rev. 1:7) 

30The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. (Mt. 24:30) 
L. False assumption #10: The New Jerusalem will only descend once (after the Millennium). 
True principle: There will be two descents of New Jerusalem. It is not precisely revealed in Scripture, but five details are given which must be taken into account in the partial picture we have of descent of the New Jerusalem: kings bring glory in, healing leaves, those with curse remain outside, the dimensions of Millennial Jerusalem are not 1500 miles square, angels at gate. We must understand the nature of resurrected bodies in order to understand how they relate to natural bodies in Millennial earth in context of ruling.  
III. more on continuity – Jesus and Jerusalem and smallness and bigness 

A. If God’s only plan was for us to leave and go to heaven, the earthly Jerusalem would be irrelevant. Since that is the end-time theology of most Christians, the whole thing that is going on in Jerusalem today is completely irrelevant to them. However, continuity is one of God’s main principles. 
1. David’s Jerusalem was established, then greatly defiled in killing Messiah, then will be defiled to fullness in receiving the Antichrist, then purged and cleansed in Isa. 4:2-6, then joined to heavenly Jerusalem in the “Corridor of Glory,” then attacked in Rev. 20:7 which defiles the earth, which is all burned, then fully renovated without any chance of defilement, then New Jerusalem descends on it. 
2. If heavenly Jerusalem comes down and is joined together with earthly Jerusalem, then going to heaven is just half of the plan and establishing what is going on in the earthly Jerusalem is the other half, it becomes fifty percent relevant of everything we’re looking to in the end times.  
3. Jesus is coming back. He is coming to somewhere. Most people have a “balk” second coming, like in baseball.  They believe He is going to come down, stop half-way, and go back. Jesus is coming back. He is to be coming back to Jerusalem.    

B. Jesus wants a remnant in Jerusalem, even in the midst of the defilement, to call Him or welcome Him back, having withstood the Antichrist in Jerusalem as Jesus did in the wilderness and calling on Jesus to return. 

C. There is so much international conflict and terrorism centered around Jerusalem because Jesus is coming back to Jerusalem. The center of spiritual warfare is a battle over Jerusalem. This is the frontline battle of human history and the Kingdom of God. The spiritual warfare movement must be centered primarily on the end-time battle over Jerusalem. The battle of Armageddon is over Jerusalem. That is where Jesus is coming back. He is coming back to rule the two Jerusalems as one with full unity of heaven and earth, Jews and Gentile, with continually in time and eternity, with our faithfulness in small things coming to full bloom and maturity of fruitfulness.
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